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Logline:

Three friends mourn the death of their high school gym teacher, Zeus, by 
competing in a make-shift Olympics in his honor.

Synopsis:

When his high school gym teacher “Zeus” dies, Jeremy puts his aspirations 
of becoming a screenwriter in Hollywood on hold to retreat to his hometown 
of Hinsdale, where he meets up with his best friend Marc.  Once at home, 
Jeremy expects to pick up where he left off, being best friends with Marc, 
but instead finds his best friend shaken over the death of Zeus.

Joining the life-long best friends is Senneca, a proverbial third wheel; he tags 
along in their quest to commemorate the legacy of Zeus, the strongest man 
they ever met in their lives.  After compiling a list of games that Zeus taught 
them in grade school, the three sneak into their old high school and compete 
in a makeshift Olympics in their fallen hero’s honor.  The competition evokes 
arguments on life, death, friendship, and gym teachers.  

In the end, there can only be one home, one best friend, one winner, and 
there will most certainly be “bonus points for blood.”



Director’s Statement:

In the Fall of 2007, I moved back to New York from L.A. with three years and 
change worth of filmmaking experience under my belt but zero product to 
show for it.  A year prior to my cross-country retreat though I was up late one 
night, around 3 a.m., as I often was, and happened upon John Cassavetes’ 
Husbands on a random channel.  It changed my life.  I immediately found a 
copy online, burned it to disc, (the only version I could find had French sub-
titles) and I watched religiously.  

When I finally moved home, I started screenplay after screenplay while I 
searched for inspiration.  And then it hit me: Zeus.  He was the greatest gym 
teacher of all time.  What if a group of 20 somethings fell into a quarter-life-
crisis because their gym teacher, a man whom they regarded as the epitome 
of manhood, suddenly dropped dead?  I recruited Lou, a musician and creative 
writer (also one of my college roomates) and we started to develop characters 
for the feature film Zeus.  

Our goal was to create characters at a crossroads in their lives who could tell 
our real-life stories.  Lou briefly lived in New Jersey after college working 
dead-end Joe jobs while he pursued music.  He ended up swallowing his pride 
and moving back to his hometown for a stint before eventually heading south 
to North Carolina in pursuit of a career in music with a freelance reporting 
job to pay the bills.  I moved across the country ready to take the east coast 
by storm full of Hollywood fervor, but only found work at my old college job (a 
greenhouse).  Most of the situations that Jeremy finds himself in in Zeus, Lou 
and I actually experienced in real life, both professionally and socially.  We 
tried to highlight the most awkward moments of our short journey.

The title character Zeus is an amalgamation of coaches, school officials, and 
one legendary gym teacher.  The nickname Zeus, pencils in the socks, tough-
guy persona, and credo of “Bonus points for blood” are all fact.  Zeus was one 
tough son of a bitch, revered by every student as the greatest/toughest man 
to ever don tube socks.  Zeus and the other coaches, teachers, and adults we 
had in our lives growing up had such a profound effect on us that it only made 
sense to make a film about what happens when we get old enough to think for 
ourselves and make decisions on our own.



Credits

Cast

Jeremy....Jeremy A. Hurlburt
Marc....Marc Gaylor
Senneca....Senneca Stone
Bro #1....Hunter Stair
Bro #2....Matt Retchless
Neighbor....Stacey Farris
Mr. Moustache....Alan Bernstein
Funeral Home Director....Dennis Casey
Gary the Bartender....Gary Lickfeld
Angie....Justyne Harris
Leila....Elizabeth Lorenz
Lauren....Lindsey Glover
Evelyn....Audrey Ayers
Pat....Louis DiPietro
The Principal....Russ Hurlburt
Zeus’ Sister....Kathy Baker

Crew

produced by Jeremy A. Hurlburt, Lou DiPietro, & Hunter Stair
directed by Jeremy A. Hurlburt
written by Jeremy A. Hurlburt & Lou DiPietro
cinematography by Hunter Stair
music by Louiston
sound by Lou DiPietro
sound mix by Christopher LeBoeuf


